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FIGURE 1.5
The Steps in the
Research Process

1.Find a Research Idea:

‘Question
Identify a general topic that you would like
b explore and review the background
literature to find a specific research
idea or question.

10. Refine or Reformulate Your
Research Idea

[Use the results to modify, refine, or expan
your original research idea, or to
generate new ideas.

Y

f

9. Report the Results
Use the established guidelines for format
and style to prepare an accurate and
honest report that also protects the
anonymity and confidentiall

N

8. Evaluate the Data
Use the appropriate descriptive and
inferential statistics to summarize and
interpret the results.

should have.and how they will be selected.
Also plan for their ethical treatment.

Y

§. Select a Research Strategy
Consider intemal and external
validity and decide between an
experimental and a descriptive,
correlational, nonexperimental, or
quasi-experimental strategy.

4. ldentify the Participants or Subjects
for the Study, Decide How They Will Be
Selected, and Plan for Their Ethical
Treatment
Decide how many participants or subjects
you will need, what characteristics they
should have,and how they will be selected.
Also plan for their ethical treatment.
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