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Research Methodology

• Semiotic Analysis (Roland Barthes):

• Understanding how meaning is constructed in visuals and texts.

• Identifying hidden messages in propaganda posters.

• This approach uncovers how Japan targeted Indonesian culture and 
identity.



Analysis of Japanese Propaganda Posters

• Examining various posters:

• Visual elements such as symbols of power and prosperity.

• Use a mixture of Japanese and Indonesian cultural symbols designed 
to resonate with Indonesians.

• Emphasis on themes of independence and the promise of a better 
future under Japan’s rule.



Analysis of Japanese Propaganda Posters

Red circle symbolize Japanese God of Sun and The Emperor with specific cultural geographical sign.



Conclusion

• Despite the relatively short duration of Japan’s occupation, their use 
of graphic design for propaganda left a lasting impact on Indonesia’s 
visual culture.

• The Japanese colonial period played a pivotal role in shaping 
modern graphic design in Indonesia, often overshadowed by the 
Dutch colonial legacy.


