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FOOD MOSAIC AND PATCH: THE FORM OF URBAN FOODSCAPE IN
URBAN SPATIAL CONTEXT

Olga Nauli Komala
Promotor: Ir. Evawani Ellisa, M.Eng., Ph.D.
Co-promotor: Prof. Yandi Andri Yatmo, ST., M. Arch., Ph.D
Universitas Indonesia

Urban foodscape represents the attachment of food to its landscape in an
urban spatial context. Previous studies reveal that foodscape is nested,
interconnected, and multidimensional. However, the idea of foodscape is not
sufficient to comprehend how food fits in its landscape. The concept of form highlights
fitness as the ideal condition for the presence of food in urban habitat. Urban habitat
constitutes a distinctive landscape so that the form of foodscape depends on its spatial
context. Pancoran, Glodok, as one of Jakarta’s urban foodscape, has specific physical
and non-physical aspects as Jakarta's Chinatown, which characterize its urban forms
as the structure of urban habitat. In the case of urban habitat, the term of land mosaic
as the puzzle-pieces-plan refers to the heterogeneity of spatial elements constructed
by matrix, patch, and corridor. Patch as a spatial unit is analyzed as a set of urban food
systems related to urban forms.

The objective of this research is to explore the form of urban foodscape in
relation to food system and urban form. This research questions the form of
foodscape, which indicates the fitness of urban foodscape and the relationship
between food patches. A comprehensive multilayered method is applied to explore
the multilayer aspects of food and landscape. The superimposed mapping functions to
separate, sequence, and overlay the spatial presence of food patch in urban forms in
six layers, such as the layer of food spatial distribution, activities related to food or
urban food system, food types, the spatial permanency of food spots, surrounding
context as well as centers of activities around food environment. This research
discovers that Pancoran, Glodok, has nine types of food patch considered as fitness,
such as: food corridor, street food festival, food patch around activities center, food
patch around an intersection, food patch in intimate scale, street market, food node,
non-halal food patch, and food patch as a transition zone. The types of relationship
between food patches can be categorized as “including it, being included by it, partially
including and partially excluding it”. This research reveals food mosaic as the form of
foodscape, which refers to the fitness of part-to-whole-relationship, determined by
the relationship between food and the urban form. Food mosaic represents the
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concept of being nested in food patches and interconnected with other food patches
and elements within the food environment. Understanding food mosaic will lead to
prescriptive purposes in the development of urban foodscape that fits in its urban
habitat.

Keywords: foodscape, food mosaic, food patch, habitat urban
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